ANDREW JACKSON.
273
3, where the men were arranging some hales. I was somewhat vexed at the idea of their taking cotton of the host sort, and worth from ro to n cents, out of a ship already loaded and on the point of sailing1, instead of procuring the cheaper kind, which was to he had in plenty throughout the suhurhs of the city at 7 or 8 cents, ami said as much to Livingstone.
"Tie, who was never at a loss for a reply, at once answered, 'Well, Mr. Nolle, if this is your cotton, you, at least, will not think it any hardship to defend it.' This anecdote, which was first related by myself, gave rise to the story that Jackson, when a merchant'was complaining of the loss of his cotton, had ordered a sergeant to hand the gentleman a ride, with the remark, 'No one can defend these cotton hales better than their owners can, and I hope you will not leave the spot.' "
There was some experiment made with cotton hales, hut the question of fire and smoke occurred to (leneral Jackson, and it was abandoned; not one cotton bale was used as a means of defense; not one was used in any of the hat lies.
There was below the city what was once known as the koderif{uex Canal. It had extended from tin- swamp to the river, a distance of more than one mile, but parts of it, however, were filled with dirt. When the fug of the morn* ing1 of the 24th cleared away, Jackson's army was behind this canal. Not only the army, but every available man in the city, every shovel, wan brought into requisition, Thin canal, a great big ditch, was rapidly cleaned out, ami the* part of it next the river for a considerable distance, which had been closed up, was reopened, .so that the; ditch extended entirely across the plain at the narrowest place.
This 24th day of December, 1814, should be called the day of chronicles. In the first place, it was the day of all work. Never did 5,000 men do more digging- and shoveling1 in one day, while the coerced labor of the city brought
timbers, barrels, fence rails, and all conceivable material IBunsel at New Orleans, that evening inspected Battery No.ired a fame in arms; they were convinced that hisen, with whom he moved with the utmost industry. Having marched eighty miles the last day, heo the French throne, now menacingleet could furnish, if required, a body of 1,500 marines. General Keine foundly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
